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To:  All Branches
 
Dear Colleagues
DOG CONTROL LEGISLATION - EARLY DAY MOTION EDM 457: (CWU 'BITE - BACK' CAMPAIGN)

14.12.2009

Angela C Smith MP, (Sheffield Hillsborough) has been working closely with the CWU in our 'Bite-Back' Campaign ever since Postman Paul Coleman, one of Angela's constituents was savagely attacked. Angela successfully tabled a 10 Minute Rule Bill last July, tabled a Question at Prime Ministers Question Time, facilitated a meeting with the Prime Minister on Dangerous Dogs legislation along with the National Health and Safety Officer, RSPCA and Dogs Trust in February this year and submitted the following Early Day Motion before the dissolution of parliament after the General Election date was announced:-

"That this House recognises that the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 is not working; notes with alarm that 5,221 victims needed hospital treatment last year as a result of dog attacks; further notes that 6,000 postal workers were attacked last year while going about their duty, and that five children have been killed in the last three years by dog attacks; considers that fresh legislation is needed to tackle the increasing use of dogs as weapons by gang members; believes that new dog control legislation is also required which puts the emphasis on the owner, not the dog or the breed, and which allows for early intervention by the police in order to prevent out of control dogs endangering people and animals alike, making use of devices such as control notices and dog control orders; further recognises that this approach should involve giving police the powers they need to take stringent action against the very worst cases of irresponsible dog ownership, including fines, imprisonment and the `three Ds' of disqualification orders, deprivation orders and destruction orders; further believes that the ability to prosecute the owners of dogs who attack and cause serious injury should be extended to cover attacks on private property, with appropriate protection for dog owners against attacks on trespassers and burglars; further recognises that legislation should be accompanied by increased resources for dog ownership education in order to increase responsible dog ownership; and calls on the Government to deal with this as a priority and for all political parties to make a manifesto commitment to dealing with this problem."

The EDM constructed with CWU input encapsulates our campaign objectives. 
Yours Sincerely

Dave Joyce

National Health, Safety & Environment Officer
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