Letter to Branches
	No.  445/11 
	Ref 11.0
	Date:   9 May 2011


To:
All Branches 

Dear Colleagues,

Keep The Post Public
The Postal Services Bill continued its progress through the House of Lords with the first day of Reports Stage being heard on Wednesday, 4 May.  The debate can be accessed on www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/may/postal-services-report-stage/  There will be a further date of Report Stage on Thursday, 17 May.  After this, there will be a day for the Third Reading, although no date has yet been fixed for this, it would complete the Lords stage of the Bill.  

A number of important, and previously announced, Government amendments were carried on the 4 May.  This reflects the pressure created by the CWU’s campaign.  Although there was no decision taken on the new Inter-business Agreement between Royal Mail and Post Office Counters, Baroness Wilcox speaking on behalf of the Government said:  “I would hope this could be for the ten year period that Noble Lords opposite have sought, but the final duration will depend upon interlinked factors such as volume commitments or exclusivity arrangements.”

Yours sincerely,

Billy Hayes


Dave Ward


General Secretary   
Deputy General Secretary (P)

For instant updates: http//:www.cwu.org      email: info@cwu.org
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